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Next Meeting: 7:30pm Wednesday March 17  
The Zoom invitation has been sent out to all VDS members. Contact 
vancouverdahliasociety@gmail.com if the invitation has not reached you. 

 

 
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

After the year that wasn't, will this be the year that is? By all appearances, it looks as though 
we will continue as we did last year; There has been no indication from VanDusen as to when 
we can use their facilities again and, considering the trajectory of the vaccination rollout, and 
VanDusen’s history of caution, we may not be able to use the facilities until fall. Where that 
leaves us with the show is a conversation for another day.  
 
We will start with a zoom meeting in March and continue in this way until we receive further 
notice. The tuber sale will also be done virtually as it was last year, perhaps with a little 
tweaking.  
 
Check out Paul McKittrick's website. He is a member of the Victoria Dahlia Society, has 
participated in our show in the past and is a prolific hybridizer. His introductions all begin with 
the prefix "Chi", short for Cobble Hill, named for the area he lives in. One of his latest 
introductions is a mini ball named Chi Nese Red. It scored very high at the trial garden last 
year and won high praise from the judges. A link can be found on the VDS website. 
 
The Federation is planning for all of their activities to be virtual this year. If you are a 
Federation member, you do not have the excuse this year that you have to travel too far. The 
annual meeting will be held over two days. The second day will be the tuber auction. Even 
though we will not be able to bid on the tubers, it will be educational to watch as many new 
introductions will be featured. The judge’s training will also be over Zoom and everyone is 
welcome. This is a great opportunity to learn more about what judges look for in a show bloom 
and, even if you do not plan to be a judge, it will make you a better exhibitor.  
 
Now is the time to take cuttings from your tubers. If you have not already started your tubers, it 
is not too late. There will be a demonstration at the March Zoom meeting. As usual, we will 
take care of business and then allow people to give an update on the status of their garden or 
to ask any dahlia related questions. Feel free to invite members from other clubs, or anyone 
who might be interested in learning more about dahlia growing, to join us. 

 
Peter Krueger

March 2021  

 
Promoting Dahlia Growing Since 1955 
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2021 VDS ONLINE TUBER SALE 

Starting Saturday April 3rd 10:00am for VDS & FVDS Members 

 

Unfortunately VDS will not be able to have the 2021 annual tuber sale at 
VanDusen. We are going to do an online tuber sale again on the VDS 
website at www.vancouverdahliasociety.com  

Talented west coast dahlia growers will have listings; some will ship while 
others will plan for porch pick-ups. All current members of the VDS and 
the FVDS will be emailed a link to the sale prior to April 3rd. The tuber 
sale will go live for the general public on April 10th at 10 a.m. 

                                 

 
Here are just a few of the many dahlias that will be available starting April 3rd! 

 
 

Elma Elizabeth 

Clearview Daniel 

Lo Blush 

PGK Gisela 

AC Ben 
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Great Dahlia Reads 
Dahlias of Today 2021 
This publication is packed with 128 pages of 
dahlia articles including stunning colour 
pictures of the newest dahlia varieties. 
 
Published by the Puget Sound Dahlia 
Association, this outstanding annual brings 
descriptions of new varieties from both local and 
international growers, tips for growing better 
dahlias, and profiles of popular dahlia experts. 

 
VDS will be placing a bulk order of DOT 2021 books to subsidize the cost of 
shipping. 
If you are interested in adding this to you dahlia reading please contact Betty 
Girard at br.girard@telus.net to order. The cost is $15.00 and it must be pre-
ordered by March 15th. Payment can be made by cheque or e-Transfer to 
vdsmembership2021@gmail.com 
 
This year's edition includes: 

• A look at the new varieties seen at the Pacific Northwest Trial Garden at 
Pt. Defiance Park in Tacoma, Washington. 

• Dave Spencer contributes an article on “What’s New in Britain”. 
• There is an excellent article by Ken Greenway (famous for his AC 

introductions) about     hybridizing giant and large varieties – and getting 
them to produce seed. The photos are outstanding. 

• There is a superb retrospective on the Northwest Dahlia Godfather: Les 
Connell 

• Two articles by VDS member Susie Sziklai focusing on amazing local 
west coast dahlia growers and hybridizers. 

This will make for a great pandemic read as we all wait to get back out 
in our gardens. 
 
Betty Girard 

 
                                            VDS Marketplace 

 
One copy of the "1976 - 2016 COMPOSITE LISTING OF 
DAHLIAS."  It is the loose copy with 3 holes for a 5½" x  8½" binder. 
 
If you are interested in it please email Tina McNabb 
at themcnabbs@telus.net or call her at 604-572-8981 
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Remembering Margaret Snell 

 

Thank you Betty Girard for 
putting together this tribute to 
Margaret Snell who passed 
away on January 21 2021. 

Margaret, along with her husband 
Frank, were recognized for their 
contributions to the dahlia world in 
2004 when they were awarded 
Honourary Lifetime Memberships in 
the Vancouver Dahlia Society. 
Although we lost Frank in 2009, we 
continued to benefit from Margaret’s 
contributions to the world of dahlias, 
the Federation, and the VDS. 
Margaret and Frank co-chaired many 

annual VDS shows where they welcomed competitors from all over the Pacific 
Northwest. The highlight of these shows was the American Dahlia Society’s 
National show hosted in by the VDS in 1996. Frank and Margaret chaired the 
largest show that dahlia growers had ever seen; later national shows would 
typically be compared to the one in Vancouver. Frank and Margaret could be 
found at shows all summer, exhibiting and judging; always taking opportunities 
to teach judging and clerking to novices and open competitors alike. Margaret 
and Frank taught the novice judging classes held annually in Mount Vernon, 
laying the foundation for many of our best judges today. Margaret shared her 
meticulous judging knowledge with club members at many meetings and 
classes. Her attention to detail was remarkable, even reminding novice 
exhibitors to ensure they wiped any fingerprints off stems and brushed excess 
wab off the leaves before putting their precious entries on the show bench! 
Frank and Margaret grew their dahlias in Tsawwassen on a fairly small city lot, 
and paid great attention to getting the very best from every corner. In addition 
to showing and judging, Frank and Margaret also began hybridizing new 
varieties including Delta Alpha, Delta Coquette, Delta Red, Delta Florence, 
Delta Jenny, Delta Shirley, Delta Claret, and Delta Marika Anne. Delta Red 
continues to be a competitive red single that is one of the most fade resistant 
reds we have. We have lost another great contributor to the dahlia world, and 
one of the best mentors we could have. 
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Five Questions for an Experienced Dahlia Grower 

Thank you to VDS’s own Norm Sharp  
for taking the time to answer this months ‘Five Questions’. 

 
Always there to help and with a wealth of dahlia knowledge 
Norm is a prized member of the Vancouver Dahlia Society. 
He is the VDS Past President, on the current Executive 
team, manages the Annual Tuber Sale and judging 
workshops. 

 
1. Where were you first introduced to the dahlia?		

I was first introduced to the dahlias way back when at the P.N.E. while 
tagging along with my parents. The dahlia display was spectacular full of 
colour/types and the best sales people you ever want to meet. One 
gentleman took the time to explain to me (I was 13 years old) the different 
types and how to grow them. That’s when I knew one day I would grow 
them myself. 

 

 
 

2.How many varieties of dahlias do you plan to grow this year? 
I plan on growing around 45 varieties on my city lot and plant around 20 
seedlings. 
 
3.What is your favourite dahlia form? 
Now that question is like asking a kid in a candy shop what is his/her 
favourite candy. The one form I have enjoyed growing the most is the 
Stellars, they make a great showing in the garden or on the show 
bench. 

         Steller form dahlia Bloomquist Blush  
 

4.Which dahlia form is the most challenging to judge? 
I would have to say the Informal Decorative form is the most 
challenging to judge on the bench. This classification often receives 
cultivars of mixed forms that are classified as informal decorative 
simply because they don’t fit into other dahlia forms and are not 
true to the ID specifications.  

 
5.What advice would you give someone who is considering 
becoming a dahlia judge? 
Take advantage of joining or attending as many workshops as possible 
through your home society and affiliated organizations such as the 
American Dahlia Society and Federation of Northwest Dahlia Growers. Ask 
many questions of your club members, as there is a wealth of knowledge 
just waiting to be given. Do take a ‘Clerking Class’ and clerk at one or 
more local dahlia shows. This experience will put it all together for you. 
                                                                                                                      

	
.	

Norm judging at the 
VDS Annual Show 

Informal decorative form dahlia Wyn’s Sleepyhead 
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Questions? If you need to contact anyone on the executive, feel free to get 
in touch with us at: 

Email: vancouverdahliasociety@gmail.com 

Follow VANCOUVER DAHLIA SOCIETY on Instagram and Facebook 
 

Both Facebook and Instagram accounts can be found under VancouverDahliaSociety or accessed 
at our website vancouverdahliasociety.com on the homepage. 

 
 
 

Welcome New VDS Members! 
 

Joyce Wihnan 
 

Kaidra Mitchell 
 

Justine Gabias 
 

Heidi Clarkson 
 

Val Lee 
 

Alanna Clempson 
 

Shelley & Cam Laird 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Waterlily form dahlia Pam Howden 


